Principal: Michael Pfeiffer

Wekiva Whispers

Wekiva Elementary School
1450 East Wekiva Trail
Longwood, Florida 32779
Phone: 746-3150 Fax: 746-3163

Welcome Back to School Edition: August 2008
Assistant Principal: Michelle Robinson

Welcome Back to School
Summer vacation is going quickly!
We look forward to seeing you when
school begins on August 18", Open
House will be held on August 15"
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon. This
is an opportunity to meet your child’s
teacher and take care of any school
business. Please go to the cafeteria to
find your child’s class assignment, get
your Wekiva shirt, join PTA, and
check the bus schedule. School
supply orders may be picked up in the
media center. The school store
(located near the parent pick-up area)
will be open. The clinic will also be
open to accept medicine and
paperwork. We are looking forward
to another wonderful year!

PTA
We encourage all parents to join PTA
and invite you to become involved as
a volunteer or board member. For
more information, please call Damarys
Morales-Melendez, PTA President, at
407-746-3173 (PTA Voicemail.) The
first 500 families to join PTA
receive a school calendar magnet.
The magnet lists important phone
numbers and the calendar for the
year.

“A” School 7™ Year in a Row
Congratulations to all of our students,
teachers, staff, and parents! Wekiva
has once again received a grade of
“A” based on our FCAT test scores
and the large number of students
scoring at Level 3 and above.

New Faces at Wekiva
Wekiva welcomes several new staff
members to our faculty:

Music Teacher: Mrs. Kranz
Kindergarten: TBA

Wekiva Changes
There will be a few notable changes at

Wekiva during the 08-09 school year:
Mrs. Norton : to 2™ Grade

Mrs. Shannon: to 2™ Grade

Mrs. Helmick: to 2™ Grade

General PTA Meeting
On September 16", at 7:00 p.m., the
PTA will be holding its first General
Meeting of the year and will be
hosting Wekiva’s annual Ice Cream
Social and Book Sale. After general
business, parents, students, and
teachers are invited to “Get the Scoop
on Wekiva.” This is a great
opportunity to enjoy a tasty treat
served by the Wekiva teachers and
administration, and to enjoy time with
your family, as well as the Wekiva
family.

D-+v=dend Volunteers
Wekiva loves D+v+dends, our school
volunteers. We will be having a
D-+v+dend Coffee for all interested
volunteers on August 22, 9:00 a.m.
Various jobs are available throughout
the school. D+v-+dends run the Math
Superstars and Super Scientist
programs. Volunteers truly make a
difference in the quality of education
and children receive a powerful
message when parents are involved in
school. Moms, dads, grandparents,
and community members are
welcome! We have something to fit
everyone’s interests and schedule. All
D-+v+dends must renew their
registration EACH YEAR online at
www.scps.k12.fl.us/communityinvolvent.
Registration opens Aug. 1.

Kindergarten Parent Night
On Thursday, August 14™, 2008,
Wekiva will hold its annual
Kindergarten Parent Night from 6:00-
7:15 p.m. This is a wonderful time for
parents to meet their child’s teacher
and become familiar with the
Kindergarten program. This event is
limited to parents only.

Parent Night
Parent Nights will be held on August

27“’, 28“’, and 30" (See Important
Dates.) Parent Night is a time for
you to hear more about the
procedures, expectations, textbooks
and curriculum in your child’s
classroom. Due to limited space and
the importance of this parent meeting,
we ask that students not attend Parent
Night.

Open House 2008-2009
Wekiva will be holding its Open
House for parents and students on
Friday, August 15", 2008, 10:00 a.m.
—12:00 p.m. Come and meet your
teacher. Lunch accounts, bus
information, PTA, supplies, and
various other school business can also
be conducted on this day.

Extended Day Program
Extended day care is offered for
students before school (7:00 a.m. to
8:05 a.m.) and after (3:05 p.m. to 6:00
p-m., 2:05 on Wednesday). We
already have a waiting list for the
afternoon program. Register now
to reserve a place for your child in
the morning program. Enrollment
is limited. For more information,
please call Doreen Debiasi, Extended
Day Coordinator, at 746-0017 or 746-
3167.
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School Hours
School hours are §:35 a.m. to 3:05
p-m. Students should not arrive on
campus before 8:05 a.m. Students
are dismissed at 2:05 p.m. on
Wednesdays. The tardy bell rings at
8:40 a.m. Please make sure your
child arrives on time each day and
attends school every day. Avoid
early dismissal and schedule
appointments and vacations around
the school schedule.

Keeping Safe
*  Security Cards: Each child will

receive a “security card” in the
welcome back packet on the first
day of school. Parents will be
asked to select a security code
that will be required for anyone
to make transportation changes or
pick up a child early. The
security card will be kept on file
at the front desk.

*  Car line security: All cars must
display the Wekiva car rider
sign to pick up a student in the
car line. The car signs will be in
each welcome back packet at
open house and extra signs will be
available at Open House and in
the office. Cars without the sign
will be required to pull into a
parking spot and check out the
student through the office. Be
sure to get a car sign for anyone
who may be picking up our child
in the car line to avoid delays.

Wekiva Phones
Wekiva has a voicemail system for
your convenience. Each teacher will
notify you of his/her voicemail phone
number. As telephones do not ring in
the classroom during the school day
and voicemail is NOT checked until
after school, make sure to contact the
main office for emergencies.

Office 746-3150
Clinic 746-3106
Attendance 746-3153
Guidance 746-3154

746-3102
Cafeteria 746-3152
PTA 746-3173

School Events  746-3156

Supporting Wekiva
Due to several factors which has

created a “perfect storm”, including
recent legislation cutting property
taxes, School Improvement funds, and
School A+ Recognition money; a
significant reduction in student
enrollment; and a substantial drop in
fundraising earnings, Wekiva
Elementary will be greatly impacted in
many ways.

Because of this, we ask that parents
and friends support Wekiva as best
they can by doing the following:

*  Support your child’s class by
being a DIVIDEND.

* Join PTA and Support PTA’s
Fundraisers: Catalog and
Entertainment Book.

*  Support Trek for Tech.

¢ Shop at Target and designate
Wekiva as your “school”.

*  Turn in Box Tops for
Education, Tyson labels, and
ink cartridges.

Business Partner Purchases Mascot!
On behalf of the students of Wekiva
Elementary, I would like to personally
thank Mr. Spencer, Ms. Hicks, and
Automotive Mobile Repair, Inc. for
their generosity in purchasing the
Wekiva koala mascot and directly
supporting Wekiva Elementary
School. Mascots are the foundation of
a school’s tradition and a source of
pride, which builds staff and student
morale. But most importantly, they
are just plain fun!!! Don’t forget,
support our business partners as they
support Wekiva!

Perfect FCAT Scores
Wekiva is proud of the following
students for scoring PERFECT scores
on the 2007-08 FCAT!

Reading: Lauren Czech, Christopher
Graziano, Michael Kazban, Dayle
Lower

Math: Mathieu Briot, Jasmine
Disario, Christopher Graziano,
Nicholas Horne, Caroline Hull, Chase
Laur, Mark Laurie, Evan Raidt, David
Bock, Marshall Cain, Meghan
Cassidy, Olivia Leete, Tatiana Rincon,
Taylor Szafran

4™ Gr. FCAT Writes!: Dayle Lower

Cafeteria
Breakfast and lunch are served daily.
Children may also bring a packed
lunch. Milk and juice may be
purchased separately. Meals are also
available free of charge or at a reduced
price for families that meet the
established criteria. Credit cards are
accepted and you can pay for lunch
online at www.mylunchmoney.com.
The prices are as follows:

Breakfast $1.25
Value Meal/Hot lunch $2.00
Uncrustable Meal $2.00
Chef Salad $2.00
Reduced Price Lunch 40
8 0z. Milk Chug 75
4 oz. Juice .50
Dasani Water 75

Important Dates
8/14 Kindergarten Parent Night,

6:00 p.m.
8/15 Open House, 10:00-12:00
8/18 First Day of School,
Coffee & Kleenex, 8:45 a.m.
8/22 Dividend Coffee, 9:00 a.m.
Super Scientist Mtg., 9:30
a.m.
8/25 Pod Night
192" Grade, 6:30 p.m.
Gifted, ESOL, SLD, Sp/L
7:30 p.m.
8/26 Pod Night
3'/4™ Grade, 6:30 p.m.
Gifted, ESOL, SLD, Sp/L
7:30 p.m.
8/28 Pod Night
5" Grade/Autistic/Pre-K VE,
6:30 p.m.
Gifted, ESOL, SLD, Sp/L
7:30 p.m.
8/29 Fall Enrich. Reg. Deadline
9/1 No School, Labor Day
9/2 Boy Scout Roundup,
6:30 p.m.
9/3 SAC, 5:00 p.m.
PTA Board, 6:15 p.m.
9/5 RAP Training, 9:00 a.m.
9/8 Pod Parent Training,

9:00 a.m.

9/11 Phonographix Training,
9:00 a.m.

9/12 Room Parent Training.
9:00 a.m.

9/16 General PTA Meeting,
Ice Cream Social
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